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The Moſt Reverend Father i irt God, 
Tz OMA 8 Loxd Archilonp of Car 


zerbury. 
Sir Henny Av HURST, Ron 


Sir Sat Rorara au, Serjeane a 
Law... 1 


Joun E VELYN, Senior, Efquire. 


TRUSTEES by..the Appointment of: he 
\-Hononrzble Rebar Bale, MINE be 


MosTt HonouRsEv,: 


Aving by your Generous Eleffion en 
H tred this Tear ,wpon the LeQure 


founded by. the Honourable Robert 
Boyle, the Great Encourager of Fiety and 
Learning, it becomes me im Obedience #0 


"A your 
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your Order, and according to the Intent of the 
Deceaſed , to Preſent Tou with the Firſt- 
Fruits of my Labour. T he Subje@ I treat 
uf of "Optverſal Goncernment 10' the Ch- 
ftian World, and #« to be bandled with Re- 
verence and Care ; The former, I ſhall all 
"along 730 þ mm my eye, 4 the nr ſhall 
not negled, as far-as 1m me-hies. But what- 
ever Fu ud your mow rays te 
eſpy throughout theſe Compolurgs, I þ 

the Rl Ovodl ha ffioled you 5 te 
me in this Sphere, will incline you to over- 
"ook; . and to accept. of the Sincere \Endea- 


Vours of, 
_Mosr H 0N OuUReD, 


Your moſt Faithful and « 
"fumble Servant, ; 


Jouwn WiLL1aws. 


He 1. I, 2 


God who at ſundry times, and in divers 
- manners; ſpake in time paſt unto the Fa- 
" thers by the Prophets, bath in theſe laſt 


: Ma ſpoke» uatd us b 0 bis on. 


AE HE Rt are Tino. Ways "Ec waich, 
® Mankind may. attain. t@ the 
Knowledge of Divine Things; ? 
TRA namely, ,,; Natural; 'or 1 Superna- 
SOS cural. 

- Nacucai 1s what we. have ſpringiag up with our. 
Faculties; or what we attain, by. Natural means,, 
by Sighe,,. Obſervatiog,. and Experience, by;Tra-, 
dicion (which is the Hiſtory of chers Kaow Me 
and Experience) ;. and laſtly,, by-Reaſon and = 
gumegt,, dedycing. Effects from: their. proper 
Caufrs, or finding.outhe.Caule by ics Efteds; As 
for. inſtance; Thus we come to the Knowledge of 
God by-obſerving the Frame of the World, bythe 
Fexies, Order, and, Conrle of Things, which could: 

geverbe without forme Caule to produce them,and: 
that Cauſe no leſs than One-Infinitely Powerful 
and Wiſe. Fhus we Argue, That there is a Soul * 


Pp Men diſtia&.from the Body, and. ſurviving a. 
Separation : 


The Poſh willy, Expdiny, and | 
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Talon from it; foraſmuch as there are ſuch 
Operations as are.not Competent to Matter; and 
that there is {uch a defire of, Immortality placed in 
Mankind, as would make the Flower and' Choi- 
celt part of the Viſible Creation, the moſt Miſe- 
rable, it there was no Capacity in the Soul for ſuch 
a Srate, or no ſuch State for a Soul capable of it. 

Such Inferences as theſe, are as Natural to a 
Reaſonable Mind, as thoſe Obſervations are which 
we makefrom the reports of Senſe; andae there- 
fore deſervedly accounted —— Mharal 
Re 

= thiskind of Knowledge i is, 'os loſs 
evident, is ſtronger or weaker, acc tothe 
capacities and diſpoſitions of Mankind, and: ac- 
corditig to the opportunities and means they have 
of Information. - And therefore a Philoſopher that 
ſors himſelf ro enquire into the Myſteries of Na- 
cure , and-to- obſerve the Curiokey, Order and 
Beauty of its'Fabrick, may, in Reaſon be ſuppo- 
ſed wh confirmed i in-the Belief of a God, 
and'more diſpoſed ts Serve and Adore him; than 
he that is .. rv as he that underſtands Paint- 
ingor Carving, car more obſerve and applaud the 
tebecity 7 Skill of the Arrift, than he that is 
unacquaintee with it. 

Bur after all, ſo muckt is the Subject above nn 
reach, air (odark andintricate atealVonr Reaſon 

ings 
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ings upon ity. thic the! Gget-Phitoſupher;” in the 


conclufion, is lefc as unſatisfied as the meaneft 
Peaſant; and perhaps more unſatisfied with his 
. Knowledge and' the: deep and+ unfathomable 
Abyſs he ſees before him, »than the other is with 
his Ignorance ; ſo far making good what Solomn 
obſerves, He that mcreaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſor- 
row, Ecclel. r. 18. 
So that there needs ſome brighter Light than 

that of Nature, to conduct us to Happineſs, and 
| bring us to. a compleat arid entire Satisfaction ; 
and that is a: Supernacural Knowledge, a Know- 
ledge that is not to be obrained by the ways 
aforeſaid; by Enquiry and Obſervation, but by In- 
ſpiration, .and Revelarion from Almighty God. 

| And thisis the Subject of the Text. 

God who at ſundry times, and in divers manners; 
ſpake intime paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets hath in 
theſe laſts days ſpoken unto us by his Son, 

Inwhich Words we have, | 

1. A Deſcription given of Revelation ; 'tis 
God's ſpeaking to the Fathers, 8c. that is, /it is God 
delivering his Mind'to'Mankind by Perſors:choſen 
for that purpole, and peculiarly fitted for'it by 
Inſpiration. Such were the Prophets in time paſt; 
and the Son in the laſt days. IC” 14 | 

2. The certainty of it ; it is by way of Decla: 
ration, God who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, 


B ſpake, 
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ſpake, &c. The Apoſtle takes this: for granted, as 
having been ſufficiently proved, and ſo needs'no 
farther confirmation. So it was in times paſt, when 
God ſpake by the Prophets ; and: ſo! it was in the laſt 
days inthe Revelation of the Goſpel; which at the 
firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was, ſaith'our 
Apoſtle, confirmed wnto us by them that beard him: God 
alſo bearing them witneſs both with ſigns and wonders; 
and with divers miracles. and gifts of the Holy: Ghoſt, 
Chap. 2. 3, 4+ 

And therefore as+ Moſes did not think-bimſelf 
' obliged at the entrance into his Divine Work,'co 
prove there is a God, and that God made the 
World, when there is ſuch an inbred: knowledge 
of a Deity implanted in human Nature, and ſuch 
clear and undoubted evidences' of jtithroughouc 
the Univerſe ; but ſuppoſes and afferts it, In'the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth, &c. : S0 
after ſuch manifeſt Proofs of the Divine Autho4 
rity of both the Prophetical and Evangelical Re. 
velation, the Apoſtle would not ſo much as ſup- 
poſe any doubt in the minds of thoſe he wrote 
to ; but begins bis Epiſtle with a certain-Majeſty 
becoming an Inſpired Author, God who at ſundry 
times, &Cc. 

3- The Order obſerved in delivering that Re- 
velation, it was at ſundry times, and im-divers manners. 

Ar [undry times, meavarpes , Or 10 ſeveral parts ; 
which 
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which may refer eicher to the {everal Ages and Pe- 
riods, viz. The Patriarchal, Moſaical, and Pro- 
phetical; or to the ſeveral Manifeſtations of Di- 
vine Revelation through thoſe Ages and Periods ; 
from the firſt Embrioof it in Adam, to the cloſe 
of it in Jobn the Baptilt ; in whom the time paſt 
ended, and the laſt days began. 

In divers manners, mdwreor, according to the 
manifold ways the Divine Spirit thought fic to 
communicate it ſelf; whether by Ulaples on the 
Perſons laſpired, or by Raptures, Viſtons, Voi- 
Ces, WC. | 

4. The Perfeftion and Completion of Divine 
Revelation ; God hath w_theſe laſt days ſpoken by his 
Son. So that what was gradually, and at ſundry 
times; delivered in time, paſt to the Prophets, was at 
once entirely and perfetly Reyealed by the Son 
of God, whom he bath appointed beir of all things. 

Under the Firſt of theſe I ſhall ſhew, 

1. What we mean by Revelation. 

2. , The poſlibility of God's-Revealing himſelf 
ſo to the Creature, that the Creature ſhall certainly 
and evidently know that it is God that ſpeaketh. 

3. The Expediency, U(ctulneſs, and Neceſlity 
of a Revelation, with reſpe&to the Circumſtan- 
ces Mankind are in, | 

Under the Second [ ſhall ſhew, 

1. [That as it's poſſible for God to Reveal him- 

| B 2 .. 
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ſelf, and Expedient and Neceſſary for man that 
there ſhould be a Revelation ; fo "Gdd has aftu- 
ally thus Reyealed himſelf” at ſundry times, and in 
divers manners by the Prophets,through the ſeveral Pe- 
riods before ſpoken of, and in the laſt days by his Son. 

2. ſhall confider the difference” between 'a 
real and pretended Revelation, -and how we may 
diſtinguifth the true from the falſe, 

3- 1 ſhall ſhew, that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teftament contain 'the Matter of Di- 
vine Revelation, and have upon them the Cha- 
racers belonging to it. 

Under the Third, _ 44 jr PW 

1. I ſhall 'conſider the'feveral ways by which 
God did Reveal himſelf in time paſt by the Prophets, 
as by Illapſes, Inſpirations, Viſions, vc. 

2. Hhall endeavour to ſhew the difference be- 
tween Divine Infpirations, and Diabolical 11uſt- 
ons, Natural Impreſſions, and Deluſory Imagi- 
nations: 

3. 1 ſhall”confider the ſeveral Periods,before 
the Law, under the Law, and under.theGoſpel ; 
and the gradual progreſs of Revelation from firſt 
to laſt, from thelower to the higher degree, and 
the perpetual reſpe& one had tothe other, ,_ 

4+ 1 ſhall conſider why God did thus gradual- 
ly, and at ſundry times, proceed in Revealing his 


Will co Mankind ; and. why he did not at the firſt 
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Commrnicate his Will-co them as fully, and per- 
fe&ly, as he did mn the laſt days by his Son. 

Under the Fourth, | 

I ſhall ſhew the Perfection of the Goſpel Reve- 
lation, and that there is nor to be any other Revela- 
tion till the End cameth when our Lord hall be re- 
vealed from beaven, and ſhall deliver up the kingdom to 
the Father. 

[ have choſen thus at once to lay in Order the 
Scheme of what | intend (God granting Lite and 
Afiſtance ) to purſue ; that ſo the dependance of 
one vpon another, and the aſiſtance each Point 
gives to the other throughout the whole, might 
be the berter-obſerved, 

I. lam to begin with Revelation. 

1, Wherelam toconſider, What we mean by 
Revelation.; which is nothing elle in the firſt No- 
tion , but the making known that which before 
was a ſecret; ſo things revealed. and ſecret, are op- 
poſed, Deut. 29. 29. 


And when 'tis applied to a Religious Ute, it's 
God's making known Himlſelt, or his Will, to- 


Mankind , over and above what he has. made 
known by the Light of Nature and Reaſon. 

Here we may obſerve, that there are Three 
Clafles, into which whatever is the Object of our 
Knowledg may be reduced. 

1. Thereare things of pure and {imple Nature, 

and 
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and knowable by.the Light of it, without Revela- 
tion ; of this kind is the Knowlege of God by the 
Effetts of a Divine Power and Wiſdom in theworld 
(as has been ſhewed) of which the Apoſtle treats, 
Rom. 1. 20. The viſible things of him, from the creas 
tion. ofthe world arecclearly ſeen, being under ſtood by the 
things that are made, even bis eternal Power and Godhead. 

2. There are things of pure and imple Revela- 


-tion,thatare not knowable by the Light of Nature, 


but only by. Revelation; and if not Revealed, are 
never in this ſtate (at leaft) ro be known or found 


-out by Mankind ; of this ſort is the Salvation of 
-the World by Jeſus Chrift, which -was not diſcover- 


able by Men or Angels; fo the Apoſtle diſcribes 
the Myſtery of it, Epheſ. 3.9, 10. Which from the 


beginning of the wor ld-hath been hid in God,----- to the in» 


tent that.now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 


- places, might be known by the Church the manifold Wiſdom 


of God. So 1 Pet. x. 12. 
3. There are things partly of Nature,and partly 


- of Revelation,diſcoverable bythe Light of Nature, 


but imperfe&ly, which we:ſee, as it were, through a 
2laſs darkly; and ſo they need Revelation co give 
them farther Proof and Evidence; of this the 
Apoſtle gives an inſtance, 2 Tim. 1. 10. when he 
{aith our Saviour brought life and immortality to light 
through the Goſpel, qwriazrI&,, making it as evident 
asthe Light; whereas before it was rather —_ 
or, 
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for, than certain, as was the caſe of the Heathens ; 
or much involy'd in Types, as among the Jews, 
Heb. 4.3, &c. Sothat Revelation, of which ſort 
ſoever it is,” is ſupernatural, and is only from God. 

[{. I ſhall ſhew the Poſſibility of a Revelation, 
and that Almighty God), if he fo pleaſes, can ſo 
Reveal himſelf to the Creature, that the Creature 
ſhall certainly and-evidently know that the Reve- 
lation comes from God. 

This: one would reaſonably think ſhould need 
no proof; and: ſhall therefore briefly couch upon, 
it, that I may proceed to'the Third, which I prin- 


cipally intend to make. the Subject of this preſent - 


Diſcourſe. 

I fay it's poſſible for God-to Reveal him(t to 
his Creatures. | 

(1.) Why ſhould this be queſtioned, when we 
every day ſee menh-mutually dilcover their Minds 
each to other ; and bythe uſe and diteion of cer- 
tain Organieal Powers, ſignify their Intentions, 
Deſires, and-Commands?- And why may net the 
Creator Reveal hisWill to the Creature, when: 
one-Creature thus can do it-toanother ? 

(2.) ' Why ſhould this be-queſtioned, when we 
may by certain Evidences know that a perton is 
ſent from-:God ? And then cervainlythe perſon that 
produces ſuch Evidences as are to the latisfa&tion 


of others, may himſelt be fatisfied of the truth of 
his 


19 © © Thi Poſing, Eden and 


his owh Commiſſion, awid.che certainty of a Rivioe 
Rey@lation. "The Ig honda << 77S 
tified concerning a Miſſion from God, , js &yident 
from ſuch things declared, which none but God 
could Reveal , .as Prophecies ;- and ſuch; things 
done, which none but God, in, Man, could do, as 
Miracles. Where theſe are, hey are as evident 
Proofs of a Revelation and Miſſion from God, as 
the works of Creation are a Proof a Divine Agent. 
The Works of Creation prove a God, becauſe they 
are worthy of ſuch an Infinite Cauſe, and what 
none but ſuch a Cauſe could produce : And when 
* ſuch things are diſcovered , which none bur an 
Omnilcient Being could diſcover, and ſuch things 
done, which none but an Almighty Power could 
do; we are, by a Parity of Realon, as ſure that 
there is ſuch a Revelation by which ſuch things 
are made known, and in confirmation of which 
ſuch mighty Works are done. 

(3.) If this be queſtioned, it muſt be from a 
deficiency in God to impart ſuch a Revelation to 
man ; or that there is an incapacity in man to re- 
ceive it, But how can God's Power herein be que- 
tioned that he can Operate thus on the Sonl, when 
he both Created it, and is thoroughly acquainted 
with all the ſecret Springs of Motion, all the ten- 
dencies and inclinations, all the thoughts and de- 
fires of ir, and conſequently muſt be ſuppoſed 


co 
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to have a Power of directing ic as he pleaſes? And 
| how car there be any incapacity m man, when ag 

tothe matter he can both receive &, and deliver it 
as he received; and as'to the'mmaner, it's in a way 
fuitable to his Faculties, and is therefore call'd 
here, God's ſpeaking to the Prophets, which isfo 
as the other may underſtand, 

This is a matter foevident, that it has been ge- 
nerally believed throughout the World among the 
Heathens; and therefore nothing more common 
than to have Oracles, Places where they were wont 
to conſult their Deities, as well as the Jews had 
theirs: A Subje& I am not at preſent concerned in, 
bur it's fufficienc toſhe w what has been the ſenſe of 
all Ages in this caſe : And which even thoſe thar 
would call this in queſtion, in part conſent to, while 
they grant ſomewhat equivalent to it, if not 2 
branch of it, I mean Prophecy; which when ic falls 
not within the Power of any Natural Cauſes, is the 
produ@t of whar is Supernatural, and what the Pro- 
pher muſt then receive from a higher hand, God. 

Grant this, and the whole will follow ; for if it 
be poſlible in one caſe, it's poſſible in all, to one 
and the ſame Infinite Power. 

IH. Fam to conſider the Expedience, Uſefulneſs, 
and Neceſſity of Revelation ; for that is here ſup- 
poſed, when it's ſaid, God ſpake in time paſt, and in 
theſe laſt days ; that is, from the beginning of the 
World to that time. C Now 
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Now Revelation is-a meatis extraordinary (as 
has been ſhewed) and conſequently ſuch as the 
means are, ſuch-muſt the caſe be,egtraordinary; for 
God,- not doing any thing in vain, cannot be lup- 
poſed to uſe extraordinary means, wherethe caſe is 
ordinary, and may, as;well be ſeryed by ordinary 
means. Thus icis ia Miracles, which are, acts above 
the:common Randard of Nature, w— are then on- 
ly exerted, when nothing leſs will engage the At- 
'tention or Faith of Mankind. And ſo it is in Revye- 
lation, which is co the Lightof Reaſon, what Mi- 
racles are to the Common Law of Nature, Super- 
natural and Extraordinary; and conſequently 
where Almighty God takes that courle for the 1a- 
formation of Mankind, it ſhews that there is ſome 
deficiency or corruption that calls for it,and makes 
it expedient and neceſlary. As it was with Adam 
at his firſt Creation, who being an uccer ſtranger 
tro himſelf, and the World he was at once brought 
into, without ſome further kind of Information, 
inſtead of a pleaſure he might have taken in view- 
ing the glorious Fabrick of the Heavens, and the 
variety of Crearures ia the Earth, muſt have been 
full of Amazement and Confuſion. For in ſo wide 
a. Scene as was befgxe him, Where muſt he begin, 
or where could he hope to end? How diyided 
muſt he be in his own Mind? What a cold and dry 
Speculation. would it have been, if he had hit upon 

| it, 
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ir, to have concluded; with thar ModernPhilolo- 
pher, Cogito, ergo ſum ; ' 1 think, therefore I um? .. 
" He indeed felt Nimſelf to be, but how he came 
to be, he knew tivt; for he:ſaw nothing about him 
that could: either be ſuppoſed to have given him 
that Being,” gr could te} him how he came by it. 
He ſaw he had a Body, and a Body that obſequi- 
ouſly moved as he pleaſed to direRt and determine; 
but what that Body was originally made of, he 
could not poſſibly tell : For how could he ſuppoſe 
lucy warm, ſofc, and tender Fleſh, thoſe firm and 
well compacted Joyats, thoſe radiant and ſpark- 
ling Eyes (which he had as other living Creatures) 
that moveable and Jimber, and well-complexion- 
ed matter of which his Body conſiſted, ſhould be 
formed out of cold, movelefs, crumbling, and 
ſhapeleſs Earth ? ” 
He felt his Body move,and pliable in all its mo- 
tions to his Will, and quick as Thought to anſwer 
his Mind, but what that inward Principle was that 
moved it, he was only ignorant ; nor could he pol- 
ſibly, of himſeif at that inſtant, conceive that there 
was an [mmaterial Spirit that was vitally United 
to a groſs and Material Body, - that was the Princi- 
ple of all, and wasas diſtin from the Body in its 
Nature and Subſiſtence, as if ic were not United 
at all to ict. He might obſerve the Oreatures abaur 
him of different ſorts, that there weire certain 
C2 Notes 
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Notes that each Kind had, and all:were known-and 
underſtood among themſelves; but that notwith- 
ſtanding they were all dumb eo him , 'and he to 
them ; and what it was that made the difference, 
he could not underſtand. When he pleaſed himſelf 
in the Contemplation of the Heavens above, and 
that glorious Luminary that gave (as he ptecetved) 
Lighr to all about him; he could not tell whe- 
ther it was an intelligent Being, and that as it gave 
Light to all, ſo it was Superior to them: And 
when that fet, he knew not but he-wasto be inclo- 
fed in perpetual Darkneſs. When a heavy Stupid- 
neſs 'began.to ſeize himſelf, and he was forced to 
fubmit to the power of it, he knew not but it was 
to end that Life, which was that day began, and 
that he was to cloſe his Eyes, and conclude his Life 
together. 

So that though he had what we call Reaſon, and 
{uppole itas his Body, in its prime ; yet even that 
Reaſon muſt have been his Torment for a while ; 
when it made him inquiſicive, but could not give 
him ſatisfaQion. 

To prevent which diſorder and confuſion he 
would otherwiſe bein, at the firſt opening of his 
Eyes and his Mind together, as it was 2m" 2 that 
he that was to begin the world, ſhould be Created 
in a full Age and, Strength ; and that he that was 
alone, ſhould haye a preſent power and faculty of 
IF | Elocution 
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EJocution and forming af Words forthe Converſa- 
tioa.be wavto haverwich the Help deſigned for him: 
ſo it was requilite that he ſhould have ſome imme- 
diate Inſpiration; to- inform him of what'was ne- 
* ceſlary for bim to know as to God, himſelf,and the 
World; and which he could not have knowa with- 
out ſuch Inſpiravion ; or the ſlow and tedious com- 
paſs of Obleryation, and fo muſt have waited for 
ftisfacion tilltirge and.experience had formed his 
Judgment, and made him a wiſe Philoſopher. 

But this 4dom was: at the-firſt, and ſo forthwith 
knew:whon it was that he was to own as the Au- 
thorof his Being,and of what his Body was,maade, 
and by what means an Intelligent Spirit came to 
be incloſed in a-Material Body ; . and could as ſoon 
reſolve all thole perplexing doubts, -which-other- 
wiſe he would have been affaulted with, as be un- 
derſtood at firſt hight that Eve was bone of bis bone ; 
and knew how to. give Names.tothe Creatures ſui- 
* tabe to their Natures, . Gen. 2. 19, 2:3. 

Buc now the reaſons for ſuch an Inſpiration to 
Adam were perſonal, belonging to him alone ; but 
after what manner the Divine Wiſdom wogld have 
imparted the Knowledge of it ſelf co 4dam's Poſte- 
rity, if he and they had ſtood and continued in a 
Rate of Primogenial lnnocency ; or whether theze 
would, in thoſe Circumſtances, have been any need 
of a Supernatural Inſpiration after the Revelation 
made 


4 


thrtilg nr V- X | 
T be Poſſibility, Expediency,- and 
madtro Adamfrom whoth chey mighthave lnfal- 
libly receive@ it; no'more concerns us,ghan ivdoth 
to know how Mankind world then have been{diſ- 
poſed of when they were norto'Dye, bur to have 
fubliſted in the ſame State, Body and Soul infe- * 
parably United : Thoſe ar&-among the ſecret things 
which belong unto God, but things revealed belong unto 15. 
' We mc therefore alcer the Scene, and- confider 
Mankind'in a State 'of ImperfeQion and Deprava- 
tion ; and there we ſhall find Revelation abſolutely 
neceſſary as a remedy againſt a fourfold Miſchief, 
whith, without it, would undeniably enfue;; As 
with reſpe&t co the Confuſion Adam was in by rea- 
ſon of Guile ; The Danger he was in from his Ene- 
my,the Subtile and Malicious Serpent ; the Diſcou- 
ragemet he was under from' the impotency and dil- 
order he found in his Faculties ; which like a Diflo- 
cation in the Joynts, though fit in themſelves for 
AQion,yer being removed out of their Sockers arc 
not capable of diſcharging their Funions: And the 
Miſery, that he could not but be ſenſible was com- 
ing upon him from the Depravation of his Nature. 
This being the Scate'of Fallen Man, there was 
need of a Supervenient Revelation to recover him, 
as well as it was the Determination of the Divine 
Goodanels to deſign ir. 
There was need of this to comfort him under 
the ſenſe of his Apoſtacy and the Guilt he had con- 
- traced, 
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raced, to Prevent his Deſpair: To fortify him 
againſt the power of his. inlolent and triumphane 
Adverſary,and toaid him.under his contracted dif- 
ability, for pteventing his Difcouragement : And 
ro caution himegainſt the {ad effects of his Depra- 
vation, or the falling into a repetition of a-new dil- 
obedience, forpreventing his Preſump:ion. 

For theſe Reaſons Almighty God lo ſoon inter- 
poſed in the Garden by a new Revelation of Him- 
ſelf,and inſtructed him both in his graciousdelignto 
reſtore him to Favour,and in the method he would 
obſerve for that purpoſe, This is implied in what he 
ſaith to the Serpent,Gen. 3.15.1will put enmity between 

thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed and ber ſeed : 
it ſhall bruiſe thy bead, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel, 

Thus the Goſpel was Preached to Adam, who 
was the farſt Prophet ro whom the Myſtery of Sal- 
vation was revealed ;: to which thaſe placesm the 
New Teſtament ſeem to refer to, Luke 1. 70. 4s be 
ſpake by the mouth of bis holy Prophets ſince jhe world bes 
2a ; ar eiar@., from the beginning, fo Aft 3, 21, 

'Fhis was the cale of Adam, and the exigence he 
would have beenion; without this immediate and 
comfortable Revelation. 

And the Condition of his Poſterity would have 
been worſe chan his,had this Revelation died with 
this eheir Progenicor, and not have been trankmit- 
ted tothem, San 
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For beſides the ſtare of Guilt, which muſt equal- 
ly have invaded them as ic did him, and what 
Conſcience in chem could no more quietly digeſt, 


than in him; there were ſeveral diſadvantages 


they laboured under, which he did nor. 

As if we conſider Adamin a bare State of Nature 
(without any Supernatural Proviſion) be had chis 
advantage above his Poſtericy, thar being che firſt 
Man, and Created ina full Age, he was free from 
all prepofſeſſions of Senſe or Education;and in the 
firſt moment of his being, had his Reafon clear in 
che fountain of it, like the Sun in ics Meridian Glo- 
ry; and all his Faculties bright, and-as ripe at once 
for Obſervation and Refle&ion, as his Body was 
for Action. 

But his Poſterity growing up from their Infancy 
among ſenſible Obje&s, from thence would (in 
a meer courſe of, Nature) have receivedall their In- 
formation; and by (low degrees from things Viſt- 
ble, muſt have argued themſelves into the Belief 


of things Inviſible ; and from the Effe&s of a Su- 


preme Caule, to the Supreme Cauſe ir felf ; which 
m the Apoſtle's words, 4s 17. z7. would be to 
ſeek the Lord, if haply they might feel after bim, | 4nagi.- 
oct, as men blundering in the dark | and find'bim. 

In ſuch danger would the Fundamental Princi- 
ples of Natural Religion have been, if there had 
been no Reyelation to preyent it; And this _ 
Lb ao the 
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che i&4(6n oi ſuch: 'A proviſio on by Inſpired Seafans, 

t&f edi zhoſe Principles alivg and Gife 5 gfthe 
number of whom 4þel is Sonata and therefore 
called a Proghet, Luke 11.50. and Enoch Jude 44s 
and Noob, 2 Pot: 2:5 | 

/ But now as the Raysof the Sun, he faribee they 
'are projected, grow weaker and weaker; ſoit was 
in the __—_— of theſe Principles, which loſt ve- 
ry much of-cheic primitive-luſtre ; aod-notwith- 
Rtanding the certainty of the evidence; the credibi- 
lity and authotricy of thoſe Holy Parriarths; z-Vice, 
like a deluge, broke in uponthe world, ſothat every 
imagination of the thoughts of thew hearts (generally 
ſpeaking ) was only evil continually, Gen. 6. 5. 

And if now when there was a Reyelation, and 
aRevelation ſeconded by the Authority of ſuch E- 
mineat Perfons,theWorld ſo ſoongrewCorrupted, 
What would ic not have been, if there had been no 
ſuch Revelation, or no ſuch Curators of it ? 

This che World was ſoon ſenſible af after the 
Flood ;| for notwithſtanding ſolate and aftoniſh- 
ing an inſtance of the Divine Vengeance, yet in 
their (Everal Dilperſions,for want of a Revelation, 
they loſt the (enſe of che true-and great Principles 
of Religion; OmmMs the Chaldeans, turning it into 
a vain Inquiry into the Influences of the Heavenly 
Bodies; others placing cheir-Religion in ridicu- 
lous and opprobrious Ns, as the ;Bgype 
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tians 4 -otherspleafing themſelves in nice Difputa- 
tions, and the: Vaniry-of 'new-diſcovered-Deities 
and Religions, as the Greeks : And all aQing in Di- 
vine Martters, as if they were in inextricable Laby- 
rinths, being diſtra&ed,and eternally divided about 
the Origine ofthe World, whether it were Eternal, 
or Accidental, or the Product of a Divine Power ; 
about the Origine of Evil ; whether it was natural 
or proceeded from fome malevolent Agent z about 
the Governmene of the World, whether it be by 
different Deities, Good or Evil ; or whether by 
none ,. but be wholly Acted by the levity-of 
Chance;;;or the. immurable Law-of Deſtiny and 
Fate, > -* 4 2 2q* 

Sa that in. proceſs' of time” the World was 
brought into the condition of-Elymas, - AGts 13. 8; 
11::rhar-once had>che advaniape and-pleaſure of 
Sight, but:upon the oppofirion made to St. Paul, 
immediately there fell on him a miſt and a oſs that 
be wes" about freking fomete- lead bim by the hand. Too 
cloſe a Repreſentation of the condition of Mankind 
in that Degenerate State, who becauſe that wher 
they knew God; they glorified him not as God---- but bes 
came . vain in thei imaginations; their fooliſh beart Wis 
darkned, Ronin. 2 +. Of which darkneſs and confu- 
fion- m matters of the greateſt importance, the 
Wozld, the Commonalkty as welbas the Philoſophi- 
6al-parr of Mankind, 'was:ſenſtble, and of the ne- 
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cellity of. a Revelation, of ſomewhat beyond Nas 
ture, Reaſon and Argumentation, coremove theſe 
Difficulties, to inform them of what they:could 
not otherwiſe know, and toclear up tothem what 
they did know but imperteRtly, 

Of which I ſhall offer ſome undeniable In- 
ſtances. 

1. They univerſally complained of. the loſs 
yas were at, ,and of the inſufficiency of all their 
Maxims and Principles, of all their Enquiries and 
Speculations, to give them any tolerable ſatisfa&ti- 
on ; ſo thax they were in nothing more divided, 
than about what Happinels.is, as St, Auſtin from 
Varro has ſhew'd : And therefore there was ſome- 
what further neceſſary ro {acisty them, or elle __ 
tauſt forever zeaqain unſatisfied, _ 

2. There was fothing more defired chan x Re 
vElation, and therefors = were prone co hearken 
to all precences to it; -and when they conceived, 
or were made to bekieve it 'was'a Revelation; 

they were in nothing more obſequious and pliable. 
So that to gain Authority to his Laws, and to 
keep the People Quiet and OQrderly, Numa Poms 
pilius did then pretend he had- all by [Revelation 
from the Ny mph Eperia ; as Mahbomet of later years, 
from the Angel Gabriel, or immediate infuſion. 
And of ſuch Authority was this Preteace, rhar-as 
Taly ſaith, There was thi ſs abſurd which was not 


maintained 
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matt ained by ſome-of the Philoſophers ;" {of F may ſay; 
There was nothing ſo fooliſh, or wicked, ' which 
was not an ingredient in the Worſhip they gave to 
their Deities. © Inſomuch,- as the nature of chings 
ſhould be perverted, Reaſon and Humanity ſhoul& 
be abandoned, and God himſelf be made wor 
than thoſe that worſhipped him, in compliance 
wich their pretended Revelations. What Beaſtia- 
lity and Lewdneſs ! what Savage and Barbarous 
Practices and Rites were allowed and required ! 
The Blood of Captives, and of their own Chil- 
dren,-muft be a Libation ; nay; Even Siticide wag 
not 'only. Honourable, bn a Religious Martyr- 
dom, if the Oracle commanded it; 'and the 
cholerather ro be unnatural to the higheſt degree, 
than not to be Obedient to Divine *Revelarior: 
Now of what Authority muſt "that" be ,* which 
ſhould over-rule the Laws of Nature, and fo ins 
fatuate Mankind, that they ſhould not be ible to 
elpy:the.inipoſtare-? And what could thaFimpole ÞI 
upon them; it'they were not ſenſible of the impers 
fect ſtate they. were in, andthe need they ſtood in 
of ſome bigher: Prihciple, 'and grearer- Light 'to 
dire chem,'thats thattiof Nature? © + 
3. T here was:no Nation without a Revelation, 
that is, without ſome pretence to it, and which 
they generally vouched for their Rites and Religi- 
eus Qbſeryances ; from whence it was:that there 
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was {carcely-a People of any ngte; 4n-the ngore Ci- 
vilized parts of the Wold that had-nor theis Sibyls, 
ſuch as were accounted -to be the mouth of their 
God ; to be ſure none in any part of the known 
world without amOracle., -that they,repaired to, 
and whoſe Injun&ions'they readily;Qbeyed, 

The uſe I make of alk this is to ſhow, what a 
ſenſe Mankind: had of a:Revelatioaz and what a}H 
the: World has thought Expedient, i, got-Necel- 
ſary, which was the thing to be-proved; --' * 

From-what has been ſaid; we may obſerve, 

I. What a Happineſs it is to have a Reyelatign 
by which Maakiad' are. hokg/t our of darkne /s. into a 
marvellous light ; and-fjrom an endleſs and fruitlefs 
Enquiry, Wha will ſhew us any 2aods,; Are placed jn 
a quiet-aod full. poflefion ,of. it; -. Jt there be nw 


Revelation, we are, -a# it were, without God in-tbe - 


world; and know not whether chat-Divine Power 
be our Friend'or our Enemy z + or: whether it ſhall 
be,cxerted. to our.Good.og our Ruin,, If there be 
no Revelation, \we are fil in our fs, and have no 
Sanctuary againlt the Acculation.of ous own em- 


biccered Conſciences, the fears of pur 6wnguiky 


Minds, - or the Juſtice of; an. incenſked7Deity;/ bf 


there be no Reyelation, we havens bope, and. can - 


have no comfort in our Death, and no.aflurance of 
Immortality after jt. ,'1f chere be no Reyclation, 
we ate in a perpetual maze, - as i we.yucre at Sea 


withont x 
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withoat Star or: Compaſs, ' and knew not what 
courſe to take to gain our Harbour, So-chou#hr- 
ful-and penſive, lo confounded and loſt is Man- 
kind without this, that if I were tochule whether 
I would have no Revelation',/or'a'falſe'6ne, * fot 
the quiet of my'own'miad” (did | believe the falſe 
oneto be true) I would rather chuſe the content of 
the latter, than the diſtraQiion of the former, and 
leave it/to my own reafoh to xeify'the manifeſt 
miſtakes in it, rather than have my hovering Rea- 
ſon to be my conſtant affliion under the'want of 
Reyclarion. 7 0 G2 TY L k 38:1 | 
'But:'Blefſed be: God that there is nocauſe for 
ſuch'a ſuppoſtcion, and that we have all the reaſon 
in the world to believe there is a Revelation ; a 
Revelation that is ſuch as'all/Mankind would de- 
fire; that touches upon all points-nieceffary to our 
comfort and entire fatifation, as ro the Nature 
and Will of God; the Preſent and Future Stare of 
Maikmd; the Providence® that Governs' 'this 
World; and the Rewards of znothet. ARevet3- 
tion, where all the parts of it agree together, and 
beat a conformity to the Nature of things, to the 
Holineſs; Juſtice," and Merey-of 'God, and to the 
Reaſon of Mankind ; where there 1s a Syſtem of 
the beſt Principles, anda Scheme of the beſt Rules 
dnd'DireQions ;” and which, likecthe Book-of Na- 
tare, the motEirs viewed and'conſultced, the _ 
do 
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dothe lively Charadters-of a Divine Hand and 
Wiſdom appear i in the 'Compoſure; - 7? 

A Character this is that the Book of Scripture 
exiatly anſwers. For what holy Precepts! what 
heavenly Promiſes ®whatnſeful Examples! what 
excellent Encouragements'do the Sacred Pages 
abound in? Such as are ſufhcient co dire us in eye- 
ry point of our Duty, to inform us in every neceſ- 
fary Frath, t'etab#fl vile Hearts'in every cor- 
dition of Life; iro entble/t3'ro'enconnter all the 
difficulties of it with Refolution, and to bear all 
| the evil of. ic: with Patients. ' Here behold God 

Reconciled to'Mankidd:;, "the fremblitig Sinner 

pardoned, the Weak Rtiged, che' Doubtful (a- 
tixfied, 2nd nothing wanting on God's part to make 
us Happy, if -oeare not wanting in fre "dilpoſt- 
won'of Mind reveiveſt; I 

/So' that "if there' be any Revelation, ie is the 
Chriſtian; if that be not a Revelation 20 God, 
\ theres Fra Revelation in the World ; And if that 
be 4Revelation, thar'6nlyisfo, and there can be 
no other. 

I: -Such as the Revelation is, fich is-che Obli- 


Obligitior lies upon' us 16 Obey z5 well as Believe 
it. The times of ignorance God winked at; \and over- 


xepent, Ads 17. 30, He 


a Re- 


gitar; the Authoricy # r receiv tom God, the 


look'd; but now be comma 174th all men every where to 
th commanded them by. 
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2 Revelation, which js of rivers  opoerameph 
and-extends its-Autthorizy over. the Wal «:$0 that 
a 


a Bad mans no betcer- ot. ſafer for evelation, 
how perfe& ſoever it-be, and how great loever 
the advantages of, itare, than he. thags.wighour 
Revelation ; *nay, ſo-much\1 the worlez as the latte 
is ſtate of U nbelief, the former of Diſobedience; 
this errs without his will,. but the other with it. 
And therefore. if the Heathens, who had only. 

Book of Nature to-read, and a faltring, Reaſon 

for their Guide, were.yet, ſo far jinexculable, <=: 
cauſe that when they knew God, , 9 lorified bam 2 not 
as God; Rom42. 21. Ho we eſcape if me negleSh 


ſo great Salvation ? which at \ jdt ly wx po | 


A Was confirmed by thoſe that--heard him ; God. alſo 
bearin rg them Witneſs, &Cc.. Heb, 2.3, 


at remains then, bur-ſince. {f"IIO8 + Gad, 
in the Revelation of 'the Goſpel, hath appeared wnto 


all men, that we be thereby taught to deny. wngodlis 
neſs and worldly luſts, and to liveſoberly, cightegſy and. 
20dlily in this preſent world, And then we may gom- 
fortably look for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious ape 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
ney £0 lymſelf far ms, that be. might redeem us from 

all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people , 
zealous of good works, Tit. 2. 11. 
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